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Pages From the Past 
The following article, by Brother E. A. Lowry is from the July1937 

Issue of The Old Paths Advocate. The only thing I know about 

Brother Lowry is from his biography in the Old Paths Pulpit No.1. 

It states he was born, November 17, 1858 in Chattanooga, TN. 

Living in Chattanooga, he must have been right in the middle of 

the “cups movement”. He certainly didn’t have a problem “calling 

out” G.C. Brewer and some of the other proponents of individual 

cups. 

“FOLLOW ME" 

"Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of   Christ. Now I praise 

you brethren, that you remember me in all things,   and keep the 

ordinances, as I delivered them to you," 1 Cor. 11:1, 2. I   

presume there is not a preacher today in the church of Christ, but 

can read. Therefore, no one is excusable for not keeping and 

preaching just what Paul taught the Church to preach, and 

practice. "If any man think himself to be a prophet (teacher), or 

spiritual, let him acknowledge   that the things that I write unto 

you are the commandments of the Lord,"1 Cor. 14:37. Paul also 

wrote 1 Cor. 16:1, 2, but there are few   who believe it from the 

way they act. He wrote 1 Cor. 11:23-29, but the BIG PREACHERS 

say something else will do as well and often better. 
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Paul instructed Titus to "ordain elders in every city," but the "Big 

ones" say, “That is all bosh, the Mormons do that."   "But though 

we or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you   

than that we have preached unto you, let him be accursed." Gal. 

1:8, 9.  And he will be; there can be no escape. These 

substitutions are sins against the Holy Spirit. 

"Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 

soweth that shall he also reap, "Gal. 6:7. Men are sowing the   

wind, when they substitute something for God‘s Plan. Woe unto 

you ye worldly wise, who trample the teaching of the Holy Spirit 

under your unhallowed feet. Know ye not that God has only one 

way to do everything? 

"Brethren, be ye followers of me, and mark them which walk so 

as you have us as an example," Phil. 3:17. And please read on 

two verses and get the picture of those who have gone "in the 

way of Cain." 

"And Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him," Col. 

3:17. Jesus gave thanks to God for the "Cup"; but the Cainites   

can‘t do that. They had to change their prayer. It would sound a   

little strange to hear them give thanks for "their cups". 

"Therefore brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 

have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle," 2 Thes. 2:15. 

I can only add my prayer and exhortation to Paul‘s. 

"All scripture given by inspiration of God is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction for instruction in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished to all good 

works, "2 Tim. 3:16, 17. If these innovations that are being   

introduced are "good works," why do the scriptures not furnish 

them? I challenge G. C. Brewer, N. B. Hardeman, T. Q. Martin, or 
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any other advocate of these damnable errors, to step out and 

answer. 

Here is why they are so quiet. "For the time will come when they 

will not endure sound doctrine; but having itching ears, they will 

heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts. And shall   

turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto 

fables," 2 Tim. 4:3, 4. What more proof do you want, when you 

look at most of the churches of today that that time is here in its 

fullness? The denominations used to say, when you told them 

baptism is immersion, "that is Campbellite doctrine." Now these 

people have jumped into the demon’s shoes, and Mormon 

doctrine, hobby rider, fogy, moss back, "you can‘t preach in My 

church." 

Now brethren, I don‘t want to go to hell when I die, and I don‘t 

want any of you to go there, but just as sure as God condemned 

Cain, Nadab and Abihu, Aaron, Moses, David, and others for not   

following the exact word that He gave them speedy and certain   

punishment; just that certain will Jesus Christ condemn you for 

not following His plain teachings. There is no escape. For the 

hope of eternal happiness I pray you, REPENT. 

======================================== 

The following article by Brother Homer A. Gay is from the July 

1937 issue of the Old Paths Advocate. When many people think of 

the Christian life, they think of difficulties and heartaches. These 

are truly things that we may sometime experience in the 

Christian life, but in this article Bother Gay reminds us of the 

beauties that go along with our lives as a Christian. I never knew 

Brother Gay, but from what I am told by others he exuded a 

happy attitude. This certainly shows in this article. 

BEAUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
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Paul says in Gal. 2:20, "I am Crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life that I now live 

in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me." Too many times in thinking of, and in 

talking of the Christian life, it is pictured as being only   

hazardous, hard and galling. But I believe that we should also 

look at the beautiful side of it. It seemed to be enough for Paul to 

say that he was "crucified with Christ," and then he exclaims: 

"CHRIST LIVETH IN   ME." In Rom. 8:9, we are told that if any 

men have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his. And let us 

remember, too, that Jesus "went about doing good." 

The proverb was that "no good thing can come out of   

Nazareth"; but Jesus came out of Nazareth, and all agree that He 

was   good. While traveling in the swamps of Ark. and La. a few 

years ago, I noticed growing up out of the mud, mire and filth of 

the swamp, many beautiful lilies, blooming in their effulgent 

beauty and sending out a fragrance that was highly noticeable to 

one just passing by. And then I thought: Jesus is the. "Lily of the 

Valley!" And just as that lily towered above the filth of the 

swamp, even so our Savior towered above the sin and 

wickedness of his day. Furthermore, if our "life is hid with Christ 

in God," and we have the spirit of Christ; even so we as   

Christians, will rise above the mire and filth of this world;   

transforming our lives and making them like that of the glorious 

Son of God. 

Go into the slums of the city and find the thug: given wholly to 

sin and wickedness; just as vile and low as you can imagine; then 

go to the Christian home and find that highly cultured and refined 

Christian girl or boy; or maybe, that Godly, sainted mother with 

her children about her knee; the Bible lying open on the table,   

(even the decorations on the wall declare that "Christ is the head 

of this house"). Humble, though that home may be, as she rocks 
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the cradle of her first born and sings to it for a sweet lullaby: 

"What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear; 

what a privilege to carry everything to Him in prayer," and "Rock 

of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee." I say, just take 

a look at these two extremes, and you can see what an ennobling 

influence Christianity will have on a human being! Also, contrast 

these two characters and you can see the beauties of the 

Christian life. 

I know that there are hardships and persecutions in the path of 

the Christian; many heartaches and disappointments; but these 

all come to us in any walk of life. The sinner has these and many   

other burdens to bear. But the Christian has peace of mind and 

true happiness which the sinner knows nothing of. When once we 

see the beautiful rose and smell its fragrance, we forget about 

the thorns. Even so, the beauties of the Christian life out-shine all 

the hardships. 

One reason that the Christian life is a beautiful life is because it is 

a busy life. In the service of Christ we are not only to cease to do 

evil, but we are to learn to do well; break off our sins by 

righteousness; and take up our cross daily and follow Jesus.   We 

are created in Christ Jesus unto good works, and we are to work 

while it is day. Good works are those good actions that spring 

from good   motives; are spiritual and have for their object the 

well-being of mankind. If we fail in these, the object of the 

Church is not accomplished, and the persons thus neglecting 

these opportunities become dwarfed and selfish and dead. Good 

works give life to faith and love. We show our faith by our works. 

In the Church of Christ everyone has something to do. Singing, 

praying, paying, and preaching, all have an influence on the 

individual, and the Christian hand becomes so transformed and   

accustomed to doing good, that it is easy and inspiring. 
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Dreamers are failures! They find nothing to do, or no hands to do 

with, or no time to devote to good works. They dream of good 

singing, but never learn to sing themselves. They dream of   

benevolence, if they had the means, but they never give, because 

they can‘t do some big thing. They dream of a happy dying, but 

never seem to realize that this comes only at the close of a happy 

life, a life   made happy by obedience to the Lord. They are 

enraptured with visions of heaven, but seem to have lost sight of 

the realities of life, which transform us and fit us for the never 

ending eternity with God. They lament and say "If I had been on 

earth when Jesus was here, I would have   ministered to his 

wants, never realizing that Jesus says in as much as “ye did it to 

one of the least of my disciples, ye did it unto me." The little 

things of life are the ones that count. 

One certainly has a good start in the Christian life. We are told in 

I Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the 

word that ye may more grow thereby." Thus to the laughing,   

chuckling, sinless babe on its mother knee, the Christian is   

compared. We also see more beauty in this life which Jesus said 

was to   be "wise as serpents and harmless as doves." It is of 

necessity a life of prayer. In Matt. 26:41, Jesus says for us to 

watch and pray. Let us not forget to pray. In everything we are 

told to give thanks to God   through Christ. What a privilege to 

carry everything to God in prayer! 

Another beautiful thing of the Christian life is its fearlessness. 

Jesus could face the howling mob, and tell them "I am he," 

knowing that they would kill him. The Apostles could face death   

with pleasure, at the end of a Christian life. 

Perfect love casteth out fear. The Christian does not fear the 

officer, for he is a law-abiding citizen, he does not fear the 

gallows or the electric chair they are not made for the Christian, 
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but for the lawless. He does not fear death, for it is on the   other 

side of death that we look with longing eyes for our reward. 

The obedience of the Christian life is beautiful. We all admire the 

child that is obedient to its parents. In Heb. 5:9, we are told that 

Christ became the "author of eternal life to all who obey Him." 

The Christian shows this obedience in every step of his life. Our   

life is hid, and the world sees the life of Christ in us. We admire,   

love, and reverence Him because he was obedient to His 

Heavenly Father. In obedience to His will, we give God all the 

glory in the Church, Eph. 3:21. As obedient children, we meet 

upon the first day of the week to observe the communion service; 

just as the Lord instituted it; Acts 20:7, Heb. 10:25, 1 Cor. 

11:24-25, and many other passages, show us that we should do 

this service to Him as an act of obedience. When we all eat of the 

one loaf, and drink from the one cup, we show the death of 

Christ, yes we show that he died for us all, for we are all 

partakers of that one bread and one cup. We also show to the 

world, to God and to ourselves that we are all one in Christ. Thus 

the young and the old, the rich and the poor, the educated and 

the illiterate, all form a beautiful unity in Christ. 

Again, this is a beautiful life, in that it is a life of service to others. 

In Gal. 5:13, Paul says, "By love serve one another." Christ set 

the example of service. He went about doing good. He came not 

to be ministered to but to minister to others. He fed the hungry, 

healed the sick, bound up the broken heart, and set the captive   

free. The one who only lives to serve and satisfy self, only, surely 

is not a Christian, and knows nothing about Christianity. 

I’d like to make a little child smile, and brush away a tear for it 

every day; I’d like to help my neighbor with some of his 

problems; I want to say or do something each day that will cause   

the boys and girls around me to want to make their lives more 
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useful and pure; I want to pat the strong middle aged man or 

woman on the back and encourage them on in their useful lives; I 

want to lend a strong hand to the aged and tottering old 

grandma, and grandpa, and make life a little easier for them. I 

have no desire to put these deeds of love and kindness off until 

tomorrow: I want to do them today. Every day! 

Finally, for all cannot be said; the Christian life is beautiful in its 

triumph. In 2 Cor. 2:14, Paul says "Now thanks be unto God, 

which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh   

manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every place." The   

Christian begins his Christian life in triumph his past sins blotted 

out, he is now a new creature. Day by day he overcomes bad 

habits, he rises above sinful practices; becomes master of 

himself, to where he can overcome temptations. Finally, when the 

close of life’s day comes, he can say, with Paul, "I have fought a 

good fight, kept the faith, and   finished my course, henceforth, 

the crown of life." 

When Christ shall call the sleeping dead to life again and the 

righteous come forth in their glorified state; then, as the rose 

that emerges from winter snow and puts forth its leaves, and   

then the beautiful rose bursts forth in its effulgent beauty; even 

so it will be for the soul that has triumphed over every foe. They 

shall walk the gold paved streets of the New Jerusalem; eat of 

the tree of life; drink of the river of water of life; and rest in the 

shade of the evergreen trees; and sing with that unnumbered 

host in heaven’s chair and dwell forever there, in full realization 

of the beauties of the Christian life. 
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